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August 20, Monday. Many calls to-day from dele-
gates who have been to Philadelphia. Had many compli-
ments for my letter and the views which I had informally
expressed in regard to this movement and our public
affairs. Governor Orr, Manning, and others from South
Carolina; Shorter, Parson, etc., of Alabama; Abel, General
Brown, Governor King, etc., from Missouri. All in good
spirits and patriotically disposed.

Most of these men, as well as those whom they repre-
sent, have been connected in some degree with the Rebel-
lion, but they submit and acquiesce in the result with
grace, and I believe with sincerity. But the Radicals are
filled with hatred, acrimony, and revenge towards them,
and would persist in excluding not only them but the
whole people of the South from any participation in the
government. For four years war was waged to prevent
them from going out; now the Radicals would wage as fine
a war to shut them out.

August 21, Tuesday, The peace proclamation takes well
with the people. It has the effect which I, and I think
Stanton, anticipated. There comes, I see, a strong pressure
against Stanton from Philadelphia. Whether it will have an
effect upon him or the President is doubtful. The latter
cannot need to be undeceived.

Stanbery says he is preparing an. opinion on the matter
of appointing to vacancies created during the session. He
thinks the case clear that the President can appoint. On
the question of removals he is unequivocal as to the author-
ity to make them at any time. This he repeated on a ques-
tion from me. I wished to fix attention on his admissions,
for he had previously given an opinion that Congress has
power to prohibit dismissals from the Army and Navy. If
they have the power in these cases, they have it as clearly
in the cases of civilians. All of our Presidents have ex-
ercised this power from Washington down, and if it is